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Roots and Affixes Doing Their Part: Part Two of Three 

 
As stated in Part One of this series, “more than half of the words in English are formed by 
adding prefixes and suffixes to root words.”(grammar.about.com) Roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes are morphemes, the smallest units of language that have meaning. The word 
reaction, for example, is made up of three morphemes: re-(prefix); act (root); and -tion 
(suffix).  
 
In this second installment, we will look at more activities for increasing students’ 
knowledge of and interest in word parts.  
 
Teaching Ideas 
1. In the Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language (Cambridge University Press, 

2003), linguist David Crystal suggests the following categories for the most common 
prefixes in English:  

• negation (dis-, in-) 
• reversal of an action (de-) 
• disparaging (mal-) 
• size and degree (arch-, sub-) 
• orientation (anti-, contra-) 
• location and distance (extra-, intra-) 
• time and order (ex-, pre-) 
• number (bi-, uni-) 
• grammatical conversion 

 
To review prefixes that have been studied, ask students to analyze their functions and 
decide which category they might fit in. This activity is a mentally engaging way to 
deepen understanding. Please be aware that some of the prefixes the class has learned 
might not belong in any of these categories. 
 

2. Focus attention specifically on number prefixes, such as mono- (one),                                                            
di- (two), tri- (three), quad- (four), quint- (five), penta- (five), hex-                                                                        
(seven), sept- (seven), octo- (eight), deci- or deca- (10), dodeca- (12),                                                                   
centi- (100), and kilo- (1000). (A comprehensive list of these prefixes                                                         
is at phrontistery.info). Discuss useful words that contain the target                    
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number prefix (e.g., mono-: monocrop, monolingual, mononucleosis, monopod, monopoly, 
monorail) and encourage students to select a word they know well to use as a memory 
aid for the meaning of the prefix. For example, my memory word for tri- is tricycle, a 
vehicle with three wheels.  
 
Challenge student teams to brainstorm words that begin with a specific                                               
number prefix, such as uni- (e.g., unicorn, unicycle, unisex, unison, universal)                                                                    
or bi- (e.g., bicentennial, bicep, bicycle, binoculars, biweekly). Have each team                                                             
explain the meanings of any words that are unfamiliar to class members.                                                   
The team with the largest number of correct words gets bragging rights. 
 
Give examples and ask questions to help students clarify and contextualize the meaning 
of the prefixed terms and connect them to their lives. Below are sample questions to get 
your students thinking and talking. (The class might also collaboratively develop a 
digital photo essay or bulletin board to display their responses.) 

• biped:  Who’s your best biped-buddy? Why? 
• quadruped:  What’s your favorite quadruped? Why? 
• octogenarian:  How many octogenarians do you know? What are their “secrets” 

to a long and meaningful life? 
 
For the word unisex, you might offer examples of celebrities or their children who have 
unisex names (See the table below.). If it would not cause embarrassment, you might 
mention people in your school with unisex names, such as Anderson, Avery, Carson, 
Delaney, James, MacKenzie, Mallory, Payton, Riley, Skyler, and Spencer. 
 

EXAMPLES OF UNISEX NAMES 

Female Male 
Aubrey Plaza 
Dale Bozzio 
Daryl Hannah 
River Blackstock 
Taylor Swift 

Aubrey (Drake) Graham 
Dale Earnhardt, Jr. 
Darryl Dawkins 
River Phoenix 
Taylor Lautner 
 

 
Remind the class that some unisex names are spelled differently for males and females 
even though the names sound the same (e.g., Clair/Claire; Frances/Francis; Kelley or 
Kellie/Kelly; Leigh/Lee; Stacy/Stacey or Stacie, Sean/Shawn or Shaun). Lists of unisex 
names are at The Baby Name Guide and Behind the Name. 
 

Also introduce useful words that contain the target prefix, but may be unfamiliar to 
class members, such as unibrow, unilateral, uninym, unitard, and unitasking; bicameral, 
bicoastal, bifocal, bifold, bilateral, biliterate, binary, bipartisan, and bipolar.  
 
If desired, invite students to consider a number-prefixed word that                                          
intrigues them. One example is pentagon. In their investigation,                                                       
students might encounter the Smithsonian Magazine article “Why is                                                          
the Pentagon a Pentagon?” 

 

 

http://www.babynameguide.com/categoryunisex.asp?strCat=Unisex
http://www.behindthename.com/names/gender/unisex
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/why-pentagon-pentagon-180962719/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/why-pentagon-pentagon-180962719/
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3. Have fun exploring prefixes that denote direction, such as circum- (around), meta- 

(after or beyond), and sub- (under or below). Encourage students to find other prefixes 
that indicate a location in relation to someone or something.  
 
For the prefix meta-, also explore its many uses and meanings as discussed by Ben 
Zimmer in The Boston Globe article “Dude, This Headline Is So Meta.” Words with this 
prefix include meta-awareness, meta-channel, metadata, meta-emotions, metafiction, 
metalanguage, meta-moment, metanarration, metaquestion, metastudy  and meta-trick. 
Let the class know that some educators believe that “going meta” daily will ensure that 
students are constantly reflecting about themselves, their behavior, their failures and 
celebrations.” (edsurge.com) Of course, as you’re delving into the                                                                  
expanded use of meta-, you and  your students might be thinking,                                                                            
“Okay. Slow down. We don’t have to get that meta.” (Line from the                                                              
movie People, Places, Things) 
 

4. Invite older students to dig deeper into frequently occurring prefixes by looking for 
useful polysyllabic (Tier 2) words that contain them (e.g., non-: nonaccusatory, non-
aerosol, nonreactive; pre-: precocious, preliminary, premonition; un-: unfathomable, 
unpretentious, untenable). Have groups “adopt” a prefix for this project and create a 
digital or physical display and other materials to teach these high-utility, high-level 
prefixed words to their classmates. 
 

5. Encourage able learners to investigate interesting words that contain less-common 
roots and affixes, such as the following: 

 
 

be-  (“thoroughly, completely; to make, cause seem; to provide with; at, on, to, for,” from 
Old English; “on all sides” (also used to make transitive verbs and as a privative or 
intensive prefix (dictionary.reference.com)) prefix formerly used in the formation of verbs: 
become, bedazzle, bedeck, befriend, begotten, begone, behead, bejewel, beloved, beseech, 
besiege.  Many of these verbs are fun to say and may be especially useful when writing 
stories set in the past. 
 
omni-  (all) This prefix has shown up in recent years in the word omnichannel, referring to 
myriad ways of transacting with retail customers. Other words with the prefix include 
omnicompetence, omnidirectional, omnifarious, omniform, omnipotent, omnipreneur, 
omnipresent, omnirange, omniscient, and omnivore. Invite interested students to research 
these terms and their contexts of use to better understand this prefix.  
 
ovi-, ova-, or ov-  (egg)  oval, ovary, oviparous, oviposition  Have students also research the 
origin of Ovaltine, the milk flavoring product, and its connection with eggs. 

 

 
6. Remind the class that in the American legal system, a defendant                                                    

is found guilty or not guilty. The term innocent is rarely used. Have                                                   
students consider the difference between not guilty and innocent.                                                              
Then have them discuss the differences between other words that                                                                             

NOT 

SO META 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2012/05/05/dude-this-headline-meta-dude-this-headline-meta/it75G5CSqi82NtoQHIucEP/story.html
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2016-06-06-6-must-haves-for-developing-a-maker-mindset
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/be)
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are sometimes misconstrued as synonymous: unsuccessful vs. failure, nonliving vs. 
dead, and impure vs. contaminated. Make sure students note the prefixes that indicate 
“not” as well as the fields (e.g., law, science, social science, psychology) in which the 
terms are typically used. Take this opportunity to reinforce the importance of word 
choice in communication.  
 

7. Have students explore the suffix -able (capable, can do). Generate a list                                                  
of words from our modern world that contain the suffix: Airbnb-able,                                 
accountable, actionable, approachable, attackable, attainable, bankable,                                        
danceable, deliverable, deplorable, doable, durable, employable, equitable,                                               
findable, finishable, glanceable, Googleable, habitable, hearable, hirable, inflatable, 
Instagram-able, irreproachable, leverageable, lookupable, malleable, Mashable, pursable, 
nearable, noticeable, perishable, pinnable, portable, predictable, preventable, printable, 
reasonable, relatable, renewable, saleable, scalable, searchable, shareable, shoppable, 
snackable, sustainable, transportable, turnable, unfixable, unsociable, unstoppable, 
untouchable, valuable, walkable, wearable, and workable. Talk about what the words 
mean and how people use them in the twenty-first century. 

 
Help your learners discover that while most words ending with -able are adjectives, 
some of them have been converted to nouns (e.g., deliverable, hearable, Mashable, 
nearable, unfixable, wearable). Remind the class that conversion (a.k.a. functional shift) 
is one means of creating new words in English. (See the Viva Vocabulary! article “New 
Words Here Today, Gone Tomorrow? Part Three” for more information on conversion.) 
Have students consider why these word conversions have taken place and then predict 
other -able-suffixed words that might be changed to nouns. 

 
8. As a class, take a closer look at another suffix that is in common use today: -wise, as in 

clotheswise. Here are other “-wise words” I’ve come across: budget-wise, career-wise, 
cash-wise, comfort-wise, edgewise, fashionwise, floorplanwise, investment-wise, jurywise, 
mediawise, method-wise, moneywise, need-of-work-wise, perception-wise, pricewise, 
project-wise, pronunciation-wise, relationship-wise, roadwise, schedule-wise, sizewise. 
speech-wise, stylewise, timewise, usage-wise, weather-wise, and workwise. 
 
Have students think about the “-wise words” that have found                                                                       
their way into their own speech and writing and what might be                                                                             
contributing to the prevalence of this construction. A brief                                                                                
history of the suffix and its use is at grammarphobia.com. 

 
9. Ask students to pair words containing the target root or affix (e.g., -cide = killing) with 

their meanings. Discuss the correct match-ups, focusing on word parts that students 
will see or have seen in other contexts. For example: genocide = systematic killing of 
members of a racial or cultural group. Remind students about the Armenian Massacres, 
Nazi Holocaust, and mass slaughter in Rwanda and share other words that contain the 
word root geno-/gen (birth, kind, race), such as genotype, genealogy, and genome. 

 
 

-WISE 
WORDS? 

 

http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/new-words-part-III-1.pdf
http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/new-words-part-III-1.pdf
http://www.grammarphobia.com/blog/2010/02/words-to-the-wise.html
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Term Killing / Destruction of 
1. amicide 
2. ecocide 
3. famicide 
4. gendercide 
5. infanticide 
6. regicide 
7. ursicide 
8. verbicide 
 

a. another’s reputation 
b. babies 
c. bear 
d. environment 
e. friend 
f. meaning of a word 
g. members of a specific sex 
h. royal head of state 

           KEY: 1 - e; 2 - d; 3 - a; 4 - g; 5 - b; 6 - h; 7 - c; 8 – f  
 
As students are working, suggest that they think of other terms with the same parts. 
When discussing the correct answers, draw out the following connections if students 
don’t volunteer this information. 
• Amiable and amicable are used to describe people who are friendly. 
• Ecological concerns are on the minds of environmentalists. 
• Many famous people are concerned about maintaining a positive image or standing 

with the public. 
• Infant is a synonym for baby.  
• Regal refers to royalty.  
• The constellations Ursa Major and Ursa Minor are also known as the Great Bear and 

Little Bear, respectively. 
• Verbal relates to communicating through words. 

 
9. Review the suffixes -er, -or, and -ar that are used to create agent nouns. Agent nouns 

identify a person or thing that is performing a particular action (e.g., activist investor, 
beggar, burglar, change maker, calculator, debunker, decider, designer, early adopter, 
eco-villager, explainer (video), fascinator, maximizer, nester, netcaster, rapper, satisfier, 
savior, scholar, spellchecker, survivor, trustfunder, unitasker, zombie                                                                         
slayer) (brighthub education.com). Then discuss the -ist suffix which                                               
indicates someone is an adherent of particular beliefs or a member of                                      
a profession as suggested by these examples: artist, environmentalist,                                                          
futurist, illusionist, interventionist, isolationist, opportunist, preserva-                                                          
tionist, raw foodist, scientist, and ventriloquist.  
 
Explain and illustrate any of the examples that are unfamiliar to your students before 
inviting them to choose one of these or another -ist noun they like. Students should   
then form a small group and describe their selections to their peers via face-to-face                                                       
discussion or social media. 

 
If your class is interested, also bring in the Daily Writing Tips post that delves into these 
and other agent suffixes (e.g., -eur, -ista, -nik) and the kinds of words they attach to. 

 
10. Invite students to explore the adjectival suffixes: -esque, -ish, and -y suffixes. Talk about 

the usefulness of these endings and present the following information adapted from 
Quora.com: 

 

http://www.dailywritingtips.com/agent-nouns/
http://www.quora.com/What-are-the-main-differences-between-the-suffixes-y-ish-and-esque
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-esque 
“In the style or manner of”; usually appended to nouns, especially proper nouns to   
form adjectives   EXAMPLES:  novelesque, picturesque, Reaganesque, Romanesque, 
statuesque 
 

(A bit of etymology: -esque is a cognate with the German -isch, which also happens                    
to be the ancestor of the suffix -ish.)  
  
-ish   
“pertaining to,” “after the manner of,” “having the characteristics of,” “inclined or 
tending to” ‘approximately’’; can be appended to different kinds of words, including 
numbers, and ages    
EXAMPLES:  blueish, British, feverish, fiftyish, fluish, impish, mulish.    
 
 -y  
“characterized by” (grammar.about.com); has the greatest scope of all three and can                 
be attached to many words (nouns, adjectives and verbs) without sounding 
unnatural    
EXAMPLES:  bacony, dreamy, jumpy, plasticky, sleazy 

 
 

Students should be on the lookout for words that contain one of these suffixes and 
analyze why that specific suffix might have been used. For example: In relation to Bill 
and Hillary Clinton, why do people say Clintonesque and not “Clintony”?  
 
In addition, have students consider the recent proliferation of words with the -ish suffix. 
Here are some I’ve noticed: Black-ish (TV show), blondish, Chairish, confidentish, deepish, 
Germanic-ish, good-ish, happy-ish, hard-ish, lockish, largish, long-ish, meme-ish, newish, 
Octoberish, prepared-ish, smartish, smoothish, standardish, strongish, tallish, warmish, 
weirdish, and zenish.  What seems to be behind this phenomenon of adding -ish “when in 
most cases there is an existing word, or two, that would serve just as well?” (Drexler, 
2014)  
  
Ask if -ish might be a hedge of sorts because the speaker or writer is                                                      
not confident. Or, in our politically correct modern world, is adding -ish                                                          
an attempt to soften an observation and avoid criticism? Peggy Drexler,                                                      
in “The Problem with ISH,” asserts that using -ish is “lazy, non-committal,                                                  
and confoundingly ambiguous, a symbol of a society ever more inclined to take the easy 
way out or blur the lines….Like a steady diet of fast food, -ish, not used in moderation, 
will catch up with you.”  
 
During the discussion, point out that in most of the new coinages, -ish is affixed to an 
adjective. Traditionally, -ish has been added to a noun to form an adjective, as in bearish, 
boorish, bullish, devilish, and sheepish. Also note that in formal communication, the 
newer use of -ish is probably not appropriate. For example, saying “He is a rather small 
man.” would be preferable to “He is a smallish man.” (English.stackexchange.com) 
 

ISH 

http://grammar.about.com/od/words/a/comsuffixes.htm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/the-problem-with--ish_b_4569690.html
https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/3663/when-is-it-appropriate-if-at-all-to-use-the-suffix-ish?noredirect=1&lq=1
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11. Let the class know that one way of naming a brand, product, group, or other entity is to 
add a prefix or suffix to a common word (aytm.com). This can be seen in DermaCleanse, 
Medix, Opti-Free, HyperWallet, and Turbo Tax.  
 
Challenge students to find other proper nouns that include a prefix, suffix, or both, as in 
these examples:  
 

Proper Noun Affix Type of Entity 
Spotify -if Digital music service 

 

Pentatonix penta- A cappella group 
 

Nexium -ium Over-the-counter medication 
 

Huntsy -sy Job seeker’s tracking application 
 

Bitly -ly URL shortener 
 

 
Then have students analyze each name: Is it descriptive? Is it memorable? Is it easy to 
pronounce? Is it likely to attract consumers, users, or fans? Through this discussion, 
students should consider the advantages of using affixes in naming. 
 

12. Have students engage in a categorization activity to critically analyze words that 
contain the same prefix. To do this, ask groups to brainstorm words, such as these that 
contain the prefix re-: 
 

 
Prefix                            
re- 
(back 
or 
again) 

 
reappraise, rearchitect, reawake, rebirth, reboot, rebrand, recalibrate, recasting, 
reclaim, recommerce, recondition, reconfigure, reconnect, reconsider, recreate, 
redefine, redesign, redo, redouble, redistribute, re-enactment, reenergize, 
reengineer, refinance, refinish, refocus, reform, reframe, refresh, regenerate, regift, 
regram, regroup, rehome, rehydrate, reimagine, reintroduce, rekey, relocate, relook, 
remake, remix, remove, renegotiate, reorient, repaint, repatriation, rephrase, repin, 
replay, repost, reproposal, repurpose, rescale, reschedule, reseller, resist, restating, 
restore, restructure, retain, rethink, retool, retouch, retraction, retribution, 
reupholster, reuse, reverberate, revisit, revoicing, rewire, rewrite 
 
 

 
Caution the class about impostors—words that may appear to have the target affix but 
in fact do not (e.g., reach, reason, Reba)—and direct students to remove any from their 
lists. Encourage students to consult a dictionary for verification. 
 
Next, have the groups decide if each word (that is, the concept it repre-                                        
sents) is positive, negative, or possibly both (See the table below.) and                                                           
give reasons for their categorizations. Conclude the activity by having                                              
volunteers share their decisions and reasoning with the whole class.                                             
Model what to do: The word recur could be both positive and negative since most 

    

https://aytm.com/blog/research-junction/how-to-name-a-product-10-tips-for-product-naming-success/


8 
 

people enjoy recurring holidays that come with gifts, treats, and celebrations, but not 
recurring nightmares that disturb their sleep.  
 

Positive Positive and Negative Negative 
refresh recede (Positive if flood waters; Negative if hairline) repercussion 

 

 
13. Explore the -ism suffix, which denotes a “distinctive doctrine, cause, or theory or an 

oppressive and especially discriminatory attitude or belief.” (merriam-webster.com) 
Words containing -ism include absurdism, ageism, clicktivism, collectivism, colorism, 
consumerism, effective altruism, egoism, essentialism, extremism, hedonism, humanism, 
idealism, Imperialism, incrementalism, individualism, intentionalism, isolationism, 
materialism, maximalism, minimalism, multiculturalism, objectivism, originalism, 
pacifism, podiumism, populism, racism, realism, romanticism, secularism, sexism, 
skepticism, stoicism, and transhumanism. A listing of -isms is found at ismbook.com.  

 
Invite older and able students to learn about an -ism that is unfamiliar to them or 
important to their generation. Have students report on the pros and cons of the 
philosophy/theory and examples of its application in society. For instance, students 
who investigate stoicism might read Trent Hamm’s post  “How Stoicism’s Principles Can 
Help You Transform Your Financial Life.”  
 
Ask students to note which of the -isms are opposites and how these                                                    
polar notions differ. A few examples: behaviorism ↔ constructivism;                                                  
capitalism ↔ socialism; optimism ↔ pessimism: pragmatism ↔ pro-                                                       
gressivism; and rationalism ↔ empiricism.  
 
(More information on teaching antonyms is in the Viva Vocabulary! articles “Opposites 
Attract Students” and Part One of “Just Following Up: Lots of Additions.”) 
 
If desired, introduce older learners to Mardy Grothe’s books Neverisms: A Quotation 
Lover’s Guide to Things You Should Never Say, Never Do, or Never Forget and Ifferisms: An 
Anthology of Aphorisms That Begin with the Word “If.” An example of an ifferism is “If the 
only tool you have is a hammer, everything looks like a nail.” -Abraham Maslow. Details 
about the books and more examples from them are at Drmardy.com/. (By the way, 
Grothe is a resident of Southern Pines, NC.) 

 
14. Hold an affix brain dump competition. ROUND ONE: Give student teams a certain 

number of minutes to list all the words they can think of that contain the specified word 
part which the class has studied or students were expected to learn in a previous grade. 
(Students may NOT consult print or digital resources or members of other teams.) 
Below are examples of what might be generated for several common morphemes. 

 

Word Part Meaning Words Containing the Morpheme 
ante- before antebellum, antecedent, antecessor, antediluvian, antenatal, 

antepenultimate, anterior, anteroom, antetype 
 

⟺ 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ism
http://www.ismbook.com/ismlist.html
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/how-stoicisms-principles-can-help-you-transform-your-financial-life/
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/how-stoicisms-principles-can-help-you-transform-your-financial-life/
http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/opposites-attract-students.pdf
http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/opposites-attract-students.pdf
http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/additions-part-I.pdf
http://www.drmardy.com/
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inter-  between interchange, intercoastal, intercollegiate, interdenominational, 
interdict, interdisciplinary, interface, intergalactic, 
intergenerational, intergovernmental, interlanguages, 
intermittent, international, internet, interpersonal, interplanetary, 
interplay  
 

-ly having the 
manner or 
qualities of 
(indicates a 
true 
adverb) 

abundantly, blamelessly, boldly, bountifully, doggedly, eagerly, 
gratefully, hastily, joyfully, lively, noisily, otherworldly, profoundly, 
reliably, remarkably, repeatedly, safely, selfishly, tirelessly, 
thoroughly, understatedly, violently (When discussing the -ly 
suffix, you might have students reflect on their writing selves 
by using the How Are You Writing Today? Poster.) 
 

multi- many multiage, multichannel, multidistrict, multicultural, 
multidimensional, multiethnic, multifaceted, multifunctional, 
multigenerational, multigrain, multilayered, multilingual, 
multiliteracies, multimodal, multimetric, multinational, multiplex, 
multipotentiality, multipowered, multipurpose, multiracial, 
multisensory, multistory, multitalented, multivitamin 
 

neo- new neoclassical, neocolonial, neoconservative, NeoGothic, neologism, 
neonatal, neoorthodox, neophilic, neophobic, neophyte, 
neorealism, NeoRomanesque, neotraditional 
 

-ness state or 
condition 

attentiveness, boldness, deftness, doggedness, faithfulness, 
fondness, giftedness, playfulness, selfishness, sparseness, 
righteousness, weirdness 
 

-tarian/                                 
-arian 

person who 
follows 
certain 
principles or 
a philosophy 
 

authoritarian, climatarian, demitarian, flexitarian, fruitarian, 
humanitarian, lactovegetarian, libertarian, pescatar-                                
ian, pollotarian, reducetarian, sectarian, vegetarian,                       
venesarian 
 

trans- across, 
beyond, or 
through 

transaction, trans-Atlantic, transcendental, transcontinental, 
transcultural, transfusion, transgender, translanguaging, 
transcribe, transformation, transposition  
 

un-  not undaunted, unfounded, unintentional, uninvited, unlocked, 
unpack, unscathed, unseat, unwanted 
 

 
ROUND TWO: Ask the teams to provide an accurate definition and meaningful example 
for each word they generated. Have peers judge “point worthiness.” Use a dictionary to 
verify information. Serve as arbiter if there is disagreement or questions. (Huffman, 
2015) 

 
15. Present a list of affixes to the class and challenge students to see how quickly they can 

state the meaning of each word part. One list is at Affixes.org. Students should also 

 

http://www.comicscareer.com/wp-content/uploads/images/andrewwales/How-are-you-writing.JPG
http://www.affixes.org/t/thermo-.html
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explain how they remember the word part and give one or two examples of words that 
contain it. 
 

16. Take advantage of prefixed words that are cognates (i.e., English words with the same 
origin as words in another language). For example, if you have learners who speak 
Spanish, when teaching the prefix trans- (across, beyond, through (dictionary.com)), 
point out similarities among words such as: 
 

English en Español Meaning 
transcend transcender 

 
To rise above  

transform transformer 
 

To change 

transfer transferir 
 

To move or change positions 

transport transporte 
 

To move a person or object from place to place 
 

 
One resource for finding English and Spanish words that have common roots is A 
Comprehensive Dictionary of the Spanish Language with Families of Words Based on 
Indo-European Roots by Edward A. Roberts (Xlibris, 2014). Online resources for 
cognates include cognate.org, literacybeat.com, and esdict.com. 

 
17. Invite students to collect contemporary words and phrases that                                         

contain affixes used in new or unexpected ways. For example:                                                         
“preowned car”; “unpacking the tree”; “prereclined seat”; “pre-                                               
process inputs” (food, evidence, data); “the new disintermediation,”                                                                
and “postdemographic consumerism.”  
 
Deconstruct the words and phrases and reflect on what their usage suggests about 
attitudes and behaviors in modern America (e.g. Preowned is a euphemism for “used” 
that seems to have garnered wide acceptance. It is now seen in advertisements and 
business signage. “Unpacking the tree” suggests the proliferation of artificial Christmas 
trees which are often shipped and stored in boxes. Disintermediation, which means 
cutting out the middleman, is being enabled today by technology.) 
 

18. As a class, be on the lookout for verbified words formed with a suffix. (Remind the 
group that verbification or verbing is the conversion of a noun or adjective to a verb. 
More information on this word formation process can be found in Part Three of the Viva 
Vocabulary! post “New Words: Here Today, Gone Tomorrow?)  
 

One example of a suffix used for verbification is -ify/-fy (to make),                                                  
as seen in adultify, fancify, gamify, girlify, healthify, parentify, pinkify, 
Shopify, snackify, springify, techify, and verbify. Invite students to read 
“IFY-ification” and “A Disturbing Trend in Namifying” which offer 
more examples and insights about this phenomenon. The latter 
commentary also includes a link to a Pinterest board “Wall of Nami-

 

YOU HAVE 
BEEN 

VERBED! 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/trans-
http://www.cognate.org/
http://www.esdict.com/English-Spanish-Cognates.html#where-to-go
http://www.ncreading.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/new-words-part-III-1.pdf
http://people.sc.fsu.edu/~jburkardt/fun/wordplay/ify.html
http://www.thenameinspector.com/a-disturbifying-trend-in-namifying/
https://www.pinterest.com/nameinspector/wall-of-namifying/
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fying,” which focuses on company and product names ending in -ify. 
 
Another suffix used to verbify is -ize. A Savage Chickens cartoon clearly illustrates this 
verbification: Chicken # 1: “Can you action this for me?” Chicken # 2: “’Action’ is not a 
verb.” Chicken # 1: “Fine. Then can you actionize it for me?” (Savage, 2006) (Italics 
added.)  
 
Some other verbs made with the -ize suffix are alphabetize, caramelize, centralize, 
characterize, civilize, commercialize, economize, fictionalize, glamourize, globalize, 
idealize, immortalize, incentivize, itemize, legalize, marbleize, neutralize, pluralize, 
pocketize, popularize, radicalize, regularize, socialize, unionize, and womanize. 

 
19. Bring up the -ista suffix, which “denotes a specialist or performer of a certain topic, or 

an advocate of a belief. This is a regular suffix in Romance languages [such as Italian and 
Spanish] but is seen in English today.” (Wikipedia.com) Examples: barista, fashionista, 
frugalista, grammarista, Maxxinista, recessionista, Remodelista, Sandinista, and 
Snowdenista. Ask students to coin an -ista term that describes them and explain why it’s 
appropriate and might be a useful word to know.  

 
Also share Grammar Girl’s post/podcast  “Stop Calling Yourself a Grammar Nazi.” In this 
piece, Mignon Fogarty recommends substituting the term grammarista for “grammar 
Nazi.” Her reason: genericizing the word Nazi “lightens its meaning” and downplays the 
horrors of the Nazi regime. 

 
20. Work together as a class to collect interesting and useful words that contain roots and 

affixes the group has studied. Define, illustrate, and post the finds on an online sticky 
note board such as Padlet or Lino. Here are affixed words I might include on a digital 
pinboard: 

 
ambidextrous 
ambinymbic 
antiportrait 
antitype 
antivirus 
bioavailability 
bio-banding 
biocondition 
biodiversity 
biogenesis 
biohistory 
bioluminescent 
biometric 
bioprinting 
 

cryotherapy 
cryomation 
decompensation 
demining 
dendrochronology 
derailment 
de-silo 
detoxify 
dichotomy 
disconcerting 
eco-therapy 
exhumation 
exoplanet 
forswear 
 

geofilter 
geoprint 
geospatial 
geotagging 
hydrocotton 
hydrophilic 
hydroponics 
hygroscopic 
infra-cognition 
infrastructure 
insubordination 
interactivity 
interface 
intermittent 
 

misanthrope 
misogyny 
neurodiversity 
neurotransmitter 
nonprofit 
paleovegan 
pentalogy 
perimortem 
phototherapy 
posthumous  
post-truth 
premillennialism 
prese arch 
 

pseudointellectual
quadcopter 
retroactive 
retrofit 
retrograde 
skeumorph 
suboptimal 
telematics 
telemedicine 
teleportation 
telepsychology 
telework 
xerophilic 
 

 
21. Focus on words with multiple affixes. Point out how the meaning and usage of a word 

changes as additional parts are added. One example is limit⇒ unlimit (not) ⇒ unlimited 

https://www.pinterest.com/nameinspector/wall-of-namifying/
http://www.savagechickens.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/-ista_(suffix)
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/stop-calling-yourself-a-grammar-nazi
https://padlet.com/
http://en.linoit.com/
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(past). Keep lists of double-, triple-, and quadruple+-affixed words. If needed, use the 
following examples to get your class started. 

 

Double-Affixed Triple-Affixed Quadruple+-
Affixed 

derestricted 
extraordinarily 
geotagged 
mindfulness 
 

redebrief 
redefinition 
unpleasable  
unreachable 

anti-intellectualism 
biodegradable 
indefatigable 
 

preantepenultimate 
predevaluation 
uneventfully 

antidisestablimen-
tarianism 

 
Analyze which affixes are sometimes used together, what the function of each affix is, 
and how the addition of prefixes or suffixes alters word meaning. Students might 
observe, for instance that it is unlikely a word would be made with both bi- and tri-
because they denote conflicting numbers (english.stackexchange.com). 
 

22. Explore words that have the same root (base) word. Here are some: 
➢ bioactive, counteractive, hyperactive, inactive, proactive, psychoactive, radioactive, 

reactive, retroactive, underactive 
➢ misestimate, overestimate, reestimate, underestimate 
➢ conform, deform, inform, transform, reform 
➢ congress, digress, egress, progress, regress, retrogress, transgress 

 

To encourage analytical thinking, ask questions such as: What does each group of words 
have in common? How does the addition of the prefix or suffix impact the meaning?  
 
Challenge able learners to create coherent sentences using as many of the words with 
the same root as possible. Invite students to critique each other’s sentences and rework 
them as needed. 
 

23. Use quick speed drill games to review morphemes that have been directly taught in the 
current grade-level and previous ones. Invite students to devise the rules of the game, 
construct the needed materials, and then monitor the play to reinforce correct 
information and ensure accuracy of responses. (Adapted from adlit.org) 

 
Image Credits: 
• Tricycle created by Jesus Majuica from thenounproject.com/search/?q=tricycle&i=190084 
• Unicorn created by Jennifer Ann Rott-Bazan from thenounproject.com/search/?q=unicorn&i=125665 
• Pentagon created by Vect+ from thenounproject.com/search/?q=pentagon&i=919792 
• Pin created by Ale Pio from thenounproject.com/search/?q=pin&i=768257 
• Person Standing Alone created by Rodrigo De Araujo E Silva from thenounproject.com/ 

search/?q=standing&i=631860 
• Sitting created by Melonnie Manohar created by thenounproject.com/search/?q=sitting&i=14754 
• Deer created by synonymsof.com from thenounproject.com/search/?q=deer&i=1054300 
• Tree created by Edward Boatman from thenounproject.com/search/?q=tree&i=479 
 
This post “Roots and Affixes Doing Their Part: Part Two of Three“ appeared first on ncreading.org/. 
Republishing this entire article or any part of it is a violation of copyright law. © 2017 All rights reserved. 
 

http://english.stackexchange.com/%20questions/32705/is-there-a-maximum-number-of-suffixes-that-can-be-added-to-an-english-word
http://www.adlit.org/article/27876/
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=tricycle&i=190084
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=unicorn&i=125665
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=pentagon&i=919792
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=pin&i=768257
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=standing&i=631860
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=standing&i=631860
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=sitting&i=14754
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=deer&i=1054300
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=tree&i=479
http://www.ncreading.org/

